1) SSI 

Ref: http://www.ssa.gov/
Ref: http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/11000.html
Ref: http://www.ssa.gov/multilanguage/Korean/korean.htm
Definition and Eligibility: The SSI program provides monthly income to people who are age 65 or older, or are blind or disabled, and have limited income and financial resources. Effective January 2003, the SSI payment for an eligible individual is $552 per month and $829 per month for an eligible couple. If you are married, and only one person is eligible, a portion of your spouse's income may be counted. In addition, your financial resources (savings and assets you own) cannot exceed $2,000 ($3,000 if married). You can be eligible for SSI even if you have never worked in employment covered under Social Security. 

Generally, to be eligible for SSI, an individual also must be a resident of the United States and must be a citizen or a noncitizen lawfully admitted for permanent residence. Also, some noncitizens granted a special status by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) may be eligible.

For more information, you may want to read our publication called "SSI" (Publication No. 05-11000). You may also want to read our introductory material in the booklet, "Understanding SSI." 

2) Medicaid 
Ref: http://www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/medicaid/medicaid.htm
Ref: http://www.nyc.gov/html/hra/html/serv_medicaid.html
Definition and Eligibility: 
Medicaid What is Medicaid?

Medicaid is a program for New Yorkers who can’t afford to pay for medical care. 

How do I know if I qualify for Medicaid?

You may be covered by Medicaid if: 

· You have high medical bills. 

· You receive Supplemental Security Income (SSI). 

· You meet certain income, resource, age, or disability requirements.

How do I apply for Medicaid?

You can apply for Medicaid in any one of the following ways: Write, phone, or go to your local department of social services.

In New York City, contact the Human Resources Administration by calling (718) 557-1399. Residents of the five boroughs of New York City may call toll free at 1-877-472-8411. For a listing of the Human Resources Administration Medical Assistance Program offices in the five boroughs of New York City contact: http://www.nyc.gov/html/hra/html/medicaid.html
Pregnant women and children can apply at many clinics, hospitals, and Prenatal Care Assistance Program (PCAP) offices. Call your local department of social services to find out where you can apply. 

When I go for my application interview, what should I take with me?

· Proof of age, like a birth certificate 

· Proof of citizenship or alien status* 

· Recent paycheck stubs (if you are working) 

· Proof of your income from sources like Social Security, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Veteran’s Benefits (VA), retirement 

· Any bank books and insurance policies that you may have 

· Proof of where you live, like a rent receipt or landlord statement 

· Insurance benefit card or the policy (if you have any other health insurance) 

· Medicare Benefit Card

*NOTE: Medicaid coverage is available, regardless of alien status, if you are pregnant or require treatment for an emergency medical condition. A doctor must certify that you are pregnant or had an emergency, and you must meet all other eligibility requirements.
How do I know if my income and resources qualify me for Medicaid?

The chart below shows how much income you can receive in a month and the amount of resources you can retain and still qualify for Medicaid. The income and resource levels depend on the number of your family members who live with you.

	2003 Income & Resource Levels*

	Number in Family
	Monthly Net Income
	Resources

	1
	$642
	$3850

	2
	$934
	$5600

	3
	$942
	$5650

	4
	$950
	$5700

	5
	$992
	$5950

	6
	$1134
	$6800

	7
	$1275
	$7650

	8
	$1417
	$8500

	For each additional person, add:
	$142
	$850
	


*   Income and Resource Levels are subject to yearly adjustments.
You may also own a home, a car, and personal property and still be eligible. The income and resources of legally responsible relatives in the household will also be counted.

Can I be eligible for Medicaid even if I make more money than the chart shows?

Yes, some people can. Pregnant women and children can have higher income levels and no resource limits.

Pregnant women, children, disabled persons, and others may also be eligible for Medicaid if their income and/or resources are above these levels and they have medical bills. Ask your Medicaid worker if you fit into one of these groups.

Expanded Income levels for Children and Pregnant Women
· Infants to age one and pregnant women - 200% of the federal poverty level. 

· Children age 1 to 19 years - 133% of the federal poverty level. 

	Number in Family
	Monthly Income Effective January 1, 2003*

	 
	100% FPL**
	133% FPL**
	200% FPL**

	1
	749
	996
	1497

	2
	1010
	1344
	2020

	3
	1272
	1692
	2544

	4
	1534
	2040
	3067

	5
	1795
	2388
	3590

	6
	2057
	2736
	4114

	7
	2319
	3084
	4637

	8
	2580
	3432
	5160

	For each additional person, add:
	+262
	+349
	+524


* Income Levels are subject to yearly adjustments.
** FPL = Federal Poverty Level

If you are eligible for Medicaid, you will receive a Benefit Identification Card which must be used when you need medical services. There may be limitations on certain services
· Low-income families and individuals are eligible if their income and resources are below the Income and Resource Eligibility Levels for Public Health Insurance;

· Persons receiving SSI or public assistance are automatically eligible;

· There are special Income and Resource Eligibility Levels for Public Health Insurance for pregnant women, children and persons who are 65 and over, disabled or blind;

· Medicaid also helps pay premiums for Medicare, AIDS Health Insurance and the COBRA insurance continuation program. Individuals and couples may qualify if their income and assets are below the Income and Resource Eligibility Levels for Public Health Insurance;

· Buy-in Applicants whose income exceeds the guidelines, but have medical bills that equal the difference, may be eligible for coverage from the Surplus Income Program.

Income and Resource Eligibility Levels for Public Health Insurance

For program specific income and resource eligibility levels, use the guide provided below to identify the appropriate section of the Income and Resource Level Chart that follows. 

Income and Resource Level Chart Guide
1. Child Health Plus A, PCAP and Medicaid Monthly Income Levels 
(Pregnant Women and Children Under 21)

2. Child Health Plus B Premium Levels - Monthly Income by Family Size 
(Children Under 19 Not Medicaid-Eligible)

3. Family Health Plus Income Levels 

4. Family Planning Benefit Program Income Levels (Effective 10/01/02) 
(Age 10 to 64)

5. Regular Medicaid Levels 
(Children under 21, Parents/Caretakers for Children under 21, Certified Blind/Disabled and Adults 65 or over)

6. Monthly Standard 
(Non-Disabled Adults ages 21-64 Without Children under 21 in Household) (a) Monthly Income Levels (b) Resource Levels

7. Medicare Savings Program (Buy-In), Effective January 1, 2003 

8. Other Important Figures, Effective January 1, 2003

9. Monthly Regional Nursing Homes Rates Effective January 1, 2003

3) Medicare 
A health insurance program that helps pay certain hospital costs and medical care after deductibles, co-insurance and/or premiums.
Age
65 or older and eligible to receive Social Security or railroad retirement benefits.

Note:
Application must be made three months before 65th birthday to avoid penalty. Certain disabled people under 65 may be eligible after receiving Social Security Disability for two years.

Assets and Income
No limits

Part A Covers:
· Inpatient hospital care 

· Inpatient skilled nursing facility 

· Home health care and hospice care 

· Deductibles and co-insurance Part A: $842.00 for the first 60 days (hospitalization) and $210.00 per day for days 61-90 and $420.00 per day for days 91-150 of a hospital stay. 
· If discharged, after 60 consecutive days (including day of discharge) a new benefit period will start. If you return before the 60 days, the original benefit is continued.

Skilled nursing home facility covered under Part A up to 100 days (following hospitalization). Co-insurance of $105.00 per day for days 21-100.
Part B Covers:
· Doctor services 

· Outpatient hospital services 

· Durable medical equipment, and other medical services and supplies.

Pays 80% of Medicare-accepted charges for covered services after annual deductible of $100 has been met. Available to persons eligible for Part A at a monthly premium of $58.70.

Apply to: Social Security Administration 1-800-772-1213
4) Food Stamp 

Ref: http://www.nyc.gov/html/hra/html/serv_foodstamps.html
The Food Stamp Program is designed to enable people with limited income to increase their purchasing power through the use of Food Stamps. Food Stamp credit is used in place of cash to purchase food items at participating grocery stores and supermarkets. The Program is federally funded under the U.S. Department of Agriculture. New York City authorizes over $850 million dollars a year in food stamp benefits. There are currently over 800,000 New Yorkers receiving food stamps in New York City (as of February, 2002). 

You do not need to be destitute to qualify for food stamps. For qualification guidelines and an application call the HRA Infoline at (877) HRA-8411 or go to one of the twenty (20) Food Stamp Offices located throughout New York City. All are open Monday through Friday, from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. The ones marked with an asterisk stay open until 6 PM and are also open on Saturdays, from 9 AM to 5 PM. The process takes up to 30 days, but if you are in immediate need of food stamps, tell the interviewer and you may be eligible for an emergency benefit which you will receive within five days. For emergencies, check the hunger hotline numbers. 

The Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) is the system that provides both cash and food stamp benefits to recipients. Under EBT, Food Stamp beneficiaries receive a monthly food allowance in their EBT account. By using their EBT card, they can then purchase food from participating merchants.

Households applying for temporary assistance at a Job Center have their Food Stamp application taken at the same time. Other households can apply at local Food Stamp Centers located throughout the city, including four (4) which have extended hours and are open until 6:00 PM on weekdays and all day on Saturdays. For certain households in receipt of SSI, the SSI Food Stamp Office processes their applications by mail, as does the Food Stamp Homebound Office for those who are unable to travel by public transportation. 

To receive Food Stamp benefits a household must qualify under eligibility rules set by the Congress and the USDA. A household is defined as a person or a group of people living together, but not necessarily related, who buy and cook food together. The Food Stamp Program operates as an entitlement program; anyone who meets eligibility requirements is entitled to receive benefits. New York State provides food assistance for immigrants no longer eligible for federal Food Stamp benefits. They are available through existing Income Support and Food Stamp locations. 

Participation in the Food Stamp Employment and Training Program may be required for employable household members. The New York State Department of Labor administers this program. Job search is stressed and training may be made available. Participants are issued a biweekly allowance to defray the cost of job search travel.

Are allowances issued on monthly bases that are used in place of cash to purchase food items at participating stores and supermarkets? With some exceptions, citizenship is required.

You may qualify if you:

· work for low wages 

· work part-time 

· are unemployed 

· receive Public Assistance, SSI or other assistance payments 

· are elderly or disabled and live on low income. 

Age

Any age

Assets

Limit -- $2,000 for most households, $3,000 for household if one member is 60 years or over. 

Income

If a household member is 60 or older or disabled, net income must be 100% of current poverty level. Seniors are encouraged to apply because allowable income is calculated individually based on living arrangements.

Note:
Eligibility is determined only after completing a full Food Stamp budget form, using all applicable income deductions. Different income deductions apply in specific situations such as having no cooking facility, living in a shelter, or only one spouse applying.

Call 3-1-1 for more information
5) Public Assistance 
Ref: http://www.nyc.gov/html/hra/home.html
Cash benefits for low-income persons to provide essential food, clothing and shelter. Benefits vary depending on specific situations: 

· assets/income 

· rent 

· housing status 

· work-related expenses and/or special needs (e.g. restaurant meals). 

Age
Any age

Assets
Limit--Single individuals and childless couples - $2000.00 cash assets; $3,000.00 if age 60 or older. Ask about life insurance and burial plans.

Income
Eligibility is calculated individually, depending on family size, income and expenses.

Maximum Monthly Benefits
One person $352.10, two $468.50, which includes rent. One-Time Per Year Emergency Cash Grants: Heat/utility repairs and Medicaid are available to persons who meet above requirements but choose not to receive Public Assistance. Others, regardless of income, may apply in a financial emergency if they have spent all cash assets.
